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Once completed, please return this form by email to will@artofbonsai.org

	Entry
	Category
	Score

From 0 to 10
	Comments

Judges are encouraged to make any comments about the entries they wish in this section.

(This section will expand automatically as the judge’s type, use as much space as needed, there is no limitation.)

	aob_001
	Conifer
	8
	Nice composition and preparation. The relatively juvenile branches (no taper) detract from the overall presentation. The guy-wire is distracting; wired branches on a conifer are just fine, but visible guy-wires are not. The pot is too fussy and feminine for this tree.

	aob_002
	Conifer
	6
	Interesting and natural composition. Nice condition and preparation. The overall image would be much improved with elimination of the leafy plant from the pot and removal of the descending vertical jin. Both are very distracting and add unnecessary complexity to what would otherwise be a sublime composition.

	aob_003
	Landscape
	3
	Immature material and inappropriately-small slab-stand make this a very un-dynamic composition.

	aob_004
	Companion
	7
	Very nice planting and condition of the material. The stone slab is evocative of water (works with the frog on the pot), but would be better if it were longer toward the left.

	aob_005
	Broadleaf
	6
	Inconsistent foliage pad presentation detracts from this otherwise nice composition. The soil should be better prepared.

	aob_006
	Conifer
	5
	Lots not to like here: inappropriate placement on an inappropriate stand, all deadwood trunk (lifeline is in back), clumsy overlarge foliage pads (too large for such a dainty trunk), and glazed pot is visually too busy.

	aob_007
	Conifer
	3
	

	aob_008
	Conifer
	3
	This one needs a couple more decades before it’s shown

	aob_009
	Conifer
	3
	

	aob_010
	Broadleaf
	4
	Some attempt should be made to craft structure and to create interplay between the foliage and the distracting, exposed deadwood trunk.

	aob_011
	Conifer
	3
	Two uninspiring lines punctuated by a poof of shapeless foliage. The visible guy-wire doesn’t help matters.

	aob_012
	Landscape
	2
	I think this one might be miscategorized – it’s not a landscape presentation. Also, this one should not be shown as a bonsai. Looks like it was collected last week.

	aob_013
	Conifer
	8
	The various elements of this one work well together. Pleasant and natural composition. The leafy plant in the pot should be removed—or—it should be larger and repositioned.

	aob_014
	Companion
	6
	Nice, healthy plant, but the second from the left flower stalk should be removed to improve the composition.

	aob_015
	Companion
	5
	The foliage and flowers are far too delicate for this strong and severe of a pot.

	aob_016
	Companion
	6
	A nice image here, but the plant and the snail are ignoring each other. Too bad the snail is not facing the other direction.

	aob_017
	Companion
	
	Pretty, but the slab is too small and the composition is too segregated. The various plants should be better integrated (closer, etc…)

	aob_018
	Landscape
	1
	With every element lined up right down the middle, this lacks any naturalness or dynamism. The pot is wholly inappropriate.

	aob_019
	Display
	2
	No dynamics at all. Placement and distribution should be front-to-back as well as side-to-side. All of the elements are of similar size – there should be significant variation.

	aob_020
	Shohin
	4
	A wide slab would be far preferable to this stand that is roughly the width of everything else in the composition.

	aob_021
	Shohin
	4
	Interesting elements here, but the companion succulent is in far too large a pot! This wrecks an otherwise nice composition.

	aob_022
	Companion
	3
	Too large a pot and the foliage/pot are too similar in contrast.

	aob_023
	Broadleaf
	3
	

	aob_024
	Shohin
	2
	Symmetry is not interesting. Every element is symmetrically shaped and arranged.

	aob_025
	Broadleaf
	4
	The stand should be much larger, the pot is inappropriately colored for an in-leaf tree, and deciduous trees should not be shown in-leaf.

	aob_026
	Companion
	3
	The entire composition should be turned ¼ toward the right. As it is, the pot looks like it has a handle on it. The slab is far too chunky.

	aob_027
	Shohin
	3
	

	aob_028
	Landscape
	5
	

	aob_029
	Shohin
	6
	This could be much improved if moss were added between the roots.

	aob_030
	Shohin
	3
	This one has not been prepared for show in any way??

	aob_031
	Shohin
	4
	Quite nice presentation, but the material is years away from presentable condition.

	aob_032
	Conifer
	3
	A trunk this small cannot support foliage pads of these dimensions. Junipers must have jin and shari.

	aob_033
	Conifer
	6
	A quiet and “normal” bonsai that could benefit from proper display stand. The roots are visually weak. The branches will improve in time.

	aob_034
	Conifer
	5
	The pot and the material are nice, but the front branch is poorly presented/configured. The needles are overlong for such a dainty tree. Also, it must have a STAND!

	aob_035
	Companion
	1
	

	aob_036
	Conifer
	5
	Interesting, natural composition. It could benefit from some taming of the foliage. The stand is the wrong color.

	aob_037
	Broadleaf
	2
	

	aob_038
	Landscape
	5
	Interesting presentation! The material is mostly too rough and the spacing/placement is far too regular (pickett fence). The overall impression is evocative (too bad about the trunks spacing).

	aob_039
	Broadleaf
	6
	Nice use of the material and nice presentation (but where’s the stand!?). However, wire is inappropriate when displaying such a tree.

	aob_040
	Broadleaf
	5
	Poor placement in the pot

	aob_041
	Broadleaf
	4
	Poor placement in the pot

	aob_042
	Broadleaf
	5
	The pot is of unsuitable color. This one could be greatly improved if the whole thing were tilted toward the left by about 10 – 15 degrees. Where’s the stand?

	aob_043
	Broadleaf
	6
	Interesting! The stand should have an appropriate platform for the pot.

	aob_044
	Broadleaf
	2
	

	aob_045
	Broadleaf
	5
	The soil should be prepared for show. Stand??

	aob_046
	Broadleaf
	2
	

	aob_047
	Broadleaf
	2
	

	aob_048
	Landscape
	2
	This is not a landscape

	aob_049
	Landscape
	3
	This is not a landscape and center symmetry is not artistic or interesting.

	aob_050
	Companion
	7
	Nice!

	aob_051
	Shohin
	5
	We should see the surface roots. The crotch-branch 2/3 up the trunk should be removed. Where Is The Stand?

	aob_052
	Shohin
	1
	

	aob_053
	Landscape
	3
	Interesting placement of the juvenile and wholly-untrained tree.

	aob_054
	Broadleaf
	7
	Interesting. The stand and the pot work to evoke the image of a watery reflection for this seaside species.

	aob_055
	Shohin
	3
	

	aob_056
	Shohin
	2
	

	aob_057
	Companion
	4
	Pretty, but a companion plant should not be “moving off toward” one direction like this.

	aob_058
	Shohin
	5
	

	aob_059
	Broadleaf
	4
	Almost everything is wrong with this presentation; pot, stand, branches, trunk (live vein??)

	aob_060
	Landscape
	6
	Interesting, if not too dynamic

	aob_061
	Landscape
	3
	

	aob_062
	Landscape
	4
	

	aob_063
	Companion
	6
	Nice plant, but a better slab would be appropriate.

	aob_064
	Conifer
	5
	Nice material, but the branch arrangement is haphazard and the stand is far too small.

	aob_065
	Landscape
	5
	Nice material and styling (could do with some jin). Poor placement on the slab and the stand is inappropriate.

	aob_066
	Conifer
	6
	A powerful, evocative, natural image marred by poor placement on a too-small slab. The lower slab/stand is wrong.

	aob_067
	Broadleaf
	6
	Too strong a pot for this nice tree.

	aob_068
	Broadleaf
	5
	Poor position in pot.

	aob_069
	Display
	5
	The tree, companion, and scroll work well together (though I can’t see the scroll content to see if it is appropriate). However, the juniper is poor material for bonsai.

	aob_070

	Display
	2
	The bonsai should be on a stand – not on the same level as the compation. The companion should be in a much smaller pot. The background screen is wholly in appropriate.

	aob_071
	Shohin
	4
	

	aob_072
	Broadleaf
	8
	Quite nice! The stand(slab?) should be larger and darker

	aob_073
	Shohin
	
	This is the same as #070 above

	aob_074
	Broadleaf
	3
	The pot is entirely inappropriate (round/oval glazed is required). This material has been styled fairly, but it is decades away from display quality – if it will ever get there (huge chop-trunk material is no good).

	aob_075
	Companion
	1
	Sorry: ugly, chunky, symmetry is not artistic or interesting.

	aob_076
	Companion
	3
	This whole thing is a bit anemic.

	aob_077
	Conifer
	2
	Same image as #069 above: The juniper is poor material.

	aob_078
	Broadleaf
	4
	Poor branching, with poofts instead of pads. Evocative of pink lollypops. The soil and the trunk should have been prepared for show.

	aob_079
	Broadleaf
	4
	There’s no reason to show this deciduous tree in-leaf, other than to hide the poor branching. The pot color is only appropriate for winter viewing.

	aob_080
	Broadleaf
	3
	

	aob_081
	Broadleaf
	5
	Interesting, fantastical image. The tree is severe, if evocative. Could use better rootage.

	aob_082
	Landscape
	5
	Same as #081 above. 

	aob_083
	Shohin
	4
	This tree is on the wrong side of the pot. Moss would be better than the tufts of greenery in the soil.

	aob_084
	Shohin
	3
	Poorly placed in the pot. Plants are distracting an unnecessary.

	aob_085
	Shohin
	4
	The tree could be better positioned not so close to the left of the pot. The pot is inappropriately placed on the stand.

	aob_086
	Conifer
	7
	A nice image is presented here, but the soil has not been prepared for show. The canopy is a bit too wide for this small a trunk (mostly the #1 right branch).

	aob_087
	Landscape
	5
	This could be a very nice composition if the branches had been styled.

	aob_088
	Companion
	2
	Interesting plant in a much too large and too masculine pot

	aob_089
	Companion
	1
	

	aob_090
	Conifer
	2
	This tree should not be shown for another 10 years.

	aob_091
	Conifer
	2
	

	aob_092
	Conifer
	4
	

	aob_093
	Shohin
	3
	

	aob_094
	Shohin
	3
	The lower extremity of the trunk should be removed and the tree placed in a bonsai pot.

	aob_095
	Companion
	5
	Pretty

	aob_096
	Companion
	4
	A bit too austere by itself

	aob_097
	Conifer
	4
	No roots and no front-to-back dimension

	aob_098
	Broadleaf
	4
	This is good material that is poorly presented: bad placement in pot, pot is wrong color, wire on the branches(!), the branches have been arranged into pads (not appropriate for maple). A shame that this tree has so many human errors.

	aob_099
	Conifer
	5
	Clunky pot and poor slab/stand. The branching illustrates great weakness of the lower extremity – should be as strong as the top or should be removed.

	aob_100
	Conifer
	7
	Beautiful composition of tree/stone/pot/surface. Terrible stand.

	aob_101
	Shohin
	1
	

	aob_102
	Display
	7
	Nice composition, but the stand should be slightly larger.

	aob_103
	Broadleaf
	1
	

	aob_104
	Broadleaf
	4
	The branches are poorly shaped (and the tree should pick 1 direction)

	aob_105
	Broadleaf
	1
	

	aob_106
	Broadleaf
	3
	

	aob_107
	Companion
	5
	Very poor “slab”

	aob_108
	Shohin
	3
	Tree pot is waaay too large. Companion pot is too chunky.

	aob_109
	Conifer
	7
	Poor placement in the pot ruins an otherwise stunning presentation and nicely prepared tree.

	aob_110
	Conifer
	3
	Too large pot. There should be branches on all sides.

	aob_111
	Broadleaf
	1
	

	aob_112
	Shohin
	2
	

	aob_113
	Conifer
	1
	

	aob_114
	Display
	1
	

	aob_115
	Broadleaf
	1
	A sea of green on a sea of brown. No dimension whatsoever. Poor material, too.

	aob_116
	Conifer
	
	Nice material nicely prepared, but the apex is going the wrong direction. The soil should have been prepared for show.

	aob_117
	Broadleaf
	4
	Wrong color pot. Wet trunk and wire scars are distracting.

	aob_118
	Broadleaf
	1
	

	aob_119
	Shohin
	4
	

	aob_120
	Shohin
	2
	Very poorly displayed.

	aob_121
	Shohin
	2
	

	aob_122
	Shohin
	2
	

	aob_123
	Shohin
	5
	A striking and evocative image destroyed by poor placement on the stand (and inappropriate stand)

	aob_124
	Broadleaf
	5
	Bad placement on stand.

	aob_125
	Shohin
	2
	

	aob_126
	Broadleaf
	3
	

	aob_127
	Conifer
	4
	A nicely prepared tree badly presented – bad placement on stand. Completely off-balance.

	aob_128
	Shohin
	3
	

	aob_129
	Shohin
	4
	

	aob_130
	Companion
	3
	

	aob_131
	Companion
	2
	

	aob_132
	Broadleaf
	7
	Quite nice, but could use better branch formation

	aob_133
	Companion
	2
	

	aob_134
	Conifer
	3
	Branches need work.

	aob_135
	Conifer
	3
	

	aob_136
	Broadleaf
	
	Wrong pot and uninteresting composition (and shown in-leaf for no apparent reason)

	aob_137
	Shohin
	3
	Nice pot

	aob_138
	Shohin
	4
	Terrible pot color

	aob_139
	Shohin
	2
	This tree is several years away from being a bonsai.

	aob_140
	Shohin
	4
	

	aob_141
	Broadleaf
	3
	Bad, overlarge pot. 

	aob_142
	Shohin
	2
	

	aob_143
	Broadleaf
	2
	

	aob_144
	Landscape
	4
	

	aob_145
	Conifer
	2
	Pot is 5x too large for this size trunk. Untrained material.

	aob_146
	Landscape
	4
	Interesting, but the tufts of the plants are distracting.

	aob_147
	Broadleaf
	6
	Nice use of mediocre material.

	aob_148
	Landscape
	5
	Nice preparation, but in this case, aerial roots are not a good feature.

	aob_149
	Conifer
	2
	

	aob_150
	Shohin
	3
	No roots, no branch composition.

	aob_151
	Companion
	5
	Pretty, but the “tripod” branches are distracting

	aob_152
	Companion
	6
	Pretty

	aob_153
	Companion
	3
	Interesting, but the shiny pot is wrong and the “stand” is wholly inappropriate.

	aob_154
	Broadleaf
	5
	Wrong pot for an interesting tree

	aob_155
	Broadleaf
	3
	

	aob_156
	Broadleaf
	3
	The trunks should be of different sizes. Poor placement on the stone.

	aob_157
	Conifer
	4
	Decent branch composition, but the shari is very artificial-looking. The lack of rootage unbalances this entire composition. Also, the bark should have been polished and oiled to match the pot.


